
Prayer provides a solid foundation 
for the players, junior quarterback 
Miles Fleming said. “It means a lot. 
God is first. We’ve got to give thanks 
for the Lord who glorified us and gave 
us all these talents. We take that as the 
No. 1 importance and especially with 
our teams and our lives. That’s some-
thing we try to focus on as a team.”

After the Lord’s Prayer, the players 
and coaches left the chapel and walked 
together to TAT Ristorante di Famiglia, 
a block away on Livingston Avenue, 
for a team meal. When they finished, it 
was back to the school to pick up their 
gear in the locker room and board two 
charter buses for the 30-minute ride 
through traffic to DeSales.

Upon arrival at DeSales, the play-
ers headed to the visiting locker room 
and then to the field for a casual throw-
around and walk-through. At 5:30, still 1 
1/2 hours before kickoff, they returned to 
the locker room for taping and to suit up.

At 6 p.m., specialists went to the 
field first to warm up. The rest of the 
team joined them at 6:20. They spent 
20 minutes stretching and running 
through drills and plays to prepare for 
the rapidly approaching game as fans 
began to fill the stands.

At 6:40 p.m., the team returned to 
the locker room for prayer and final in-
structions from coach Brad Burchfield, 
who is in his 11th season at Hartley.

The coaches and players know 
what’s at stake – a CCL title and valu-
able points in the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association’s state computer 
rankings that determine playoff quali-

fiers. Hartley and DeSales compete in 
the same region in Division III, and the 
winner of this game would enhance its 
chances to make it to the postseason.

One of the blessings of being at a 
Catholic school is the ability to be 
able to pray at sporting events and 
school functions.

Bishop Hartley graduate Andrew 

Wisniewski, a second-year theology 
student at the Pontifical College Jo-
sephinum in Worthington who is in 
priestly formation for the Diocese of 
Columbus, led the team in the pre-
game prayer. He took over as the team 
chaplain for the recently retired Msgr. 
David Funk, the former pastor at 
Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church.

“We’re Christian men. We’re going 
to live out the virtues,” he said. “Two 
of them we’re going to live out today 
are charity and justice. Justice. ... No 
cheap shots. No trash talk. Virtuous 
men. After the play is done, you pick 
that guy up, you pat him on the back 
and say let’s go again.

“Charity. Looking out for one an-
other. We’re gladiators, we’re men, 
we’re fighting on that field. Let’s do it 
the right way.

“When times get tough, don’t let 
anyone get down. Be that support. 
What would Jesus do? Let’s live that 
out these next couple hours and all 
throughout our lives.”

He ended with a prayer: “Heav-
enly Father, thank you for bringing 
us here today. Thank you for the 
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Editor’s note: The Catholic Times 
spent Friday afternoon and evening 
with the Columbus Bishop Hartley High 
School football team for a behind-the-
scene look during a game day.

It’s 3 o’clock on a Friday afternoon. 
School’s out and students are headed 
home for the weekend, but not the 
football players at Columbus Bishop 
Hartley High School.

One by one, the players and coach-
es trickle into the school’s chapel to 
pray and reflect before the Blessed 
Sacrament. Some sit with their heads 
bowed in silent contemplation. Others 
carry rosaries. 

On the day of a game, it can be dif-
ficult for athletes to keep their minds 
totally focused on school when they 
know there’s a big game to play that 
night. But now they can begin to de-
vote their total attention to football 
and their game that night, starting in 
the chapel.

The quiet calm there offers a stark 
contrast to the scene that will play 
out a few hours later, when the team 
travels 10 miles across the city to play 

Central Catholic League 
rival Columbus St. Francis 
DeSales in front of hun-
dreds of cheering fans at 
Alumni Stadium.

Before every game, Hart-
ley players and coaches 
follow the same pregame 
routine. For some, the day 
begins with Mass in the 
chapel at 7:10 a.m. be-
fore classes. Many football 
teams at Catholic schools go 
through a similar routine.

At 3:15 p.m., all the 
players and coaches were 
inside the chapel for the 
team devotional.

Jalen January, Griffin 
Rathburn and Ryan Heuser 
each read a Scripture pas-
sage or inspirational quote 
and offered messages of 
encouragement to team-
mates. A common theme 
was to play for each other.

Assistant coach Chris Sawyer fol-
lowed the players with a message that 
started by quoting 1 Corinthians 13: 
“So faith, hope, love remain, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.”

“Commitment to play for each oth-
er, every single snap,” he told the 
team. “It’s going to take all your pow-
er, all your speed, but most of all, it’s 
going to take all your love. Love is 
the most precious thing that you have. 
It’s such a great emotion. Use that to 

make some memories tonight.”
In the closing prayer, he asked for 

the Lord’s help to “play to the very 
best of our abilities. Help us to play 
for the true brotherhood, for the team. 
... Help us to play with great effort, 
great energy and great execution.”

Bishop hartley’s footBall success grounded in faith

Bishop Hartley running back Jalan January carries the football into the end zone for a 
touchdown against St. Francis DeSales in a Central Catholic League game.

Columbus Bishop Hartley High School coach Brad Burchfield (right) and his players pray on the field 
after their 21-14 victory on Friday, Oct. 12 at Columbus St. Francis DeSales.             CT photos by Ken Snow

desales students form a special friendship

There are friends, and then there are 
special friends – the ones that are al-
ways there for you, who know you so 
well they can finish your sentences or 
give you encouragement when you’re 
down.

Anthony Sciarroni and Chris Fuchs, 
who has Down syndrome, became 
classmates and best buddies when 
they started kindergarten at Gahanna 
St. Matthew School. They’re now se-
niors at Columbus St. Francis DeSales 
High School and their friendship has 
never wavered, not even for a second.  

Anthony is a football and basketball 
standout and an honor student. Chris 
plays in the marching band, serves as 
manager for boys basketball and la-
crosse and works one day a week at 
a law firm.

Both of them were part of the 
homecoming court last month, and 
the homecoming assembly  happened 
to be on the same day as Chris’ birth-

day. “The whole school sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’ to me,” Chris said.

The two meet for lunch every day, 
and they get together outside of school 
to watch football (both are Pittsburgh 
Steelers fans), hang out, go to parties, 
play video games and do the things 
that high school students like to do. 
Their houses are about five minutes 
apart in Gahanna.

“Anthony talks to him every single 
day,” said Chris’s mom, Fati Fuchs. 
“Every night, Anthony sends him a 
good-night text. Every day, there is 
some kind of contact. Anthony will 
just come over to pick him up and 
take him out.

“Christopher just looks forward to 
time with him. Anthony is very, very 
patient. He’s always caring, compas-
sionate and fun, and always willing to 
listen to Chris and his stories.”

Chris’ positive attitude is so infec-
tious that he’s known to Anthony and 
everyone as “Sunshine.” That was ev-
ident Friday night at DeSales’ Alumni 

Stadium, when he per-
formed with the march-
ing band in the rain 
during a game against 
Columbus Bishop Hart-
ley on Senior Night.

At DeSales, everybody 
loves Chris.  

“He just has that hap-
py, contagious attitude,” 
Fati said. 

One of the ties that 
binds Anthony and Chris 
is athletics. It started 
when they were both 
part of the football and 
basketball teams at St. 
Matthew. Chris played 
basketball and served as 
a manager in football.

Two of Chris’ mem-
orable moments were 
hitting a game-winning 
shot and getting into a 
football game to run for 
an 80-yard touchdown 

on the “sunshine” play.  
Chris also participates in Special 

Olympics.
“Sports has really allowed us to 

connect,” Anthony said.
At DeSales, Anthony and Chris 

have maintained their basketball 
connection as a player and manager. 
Chris is known for his inspirational 
speeches to the team.

“In many instances, they turned the 
game around because they wanted to 
do it for him,” his mother said.

He also offers football advice to 
Anthony.

“I always tell him to go right and 
not left,” Chris said.

Chris describes Anthony as “talent-
ed, popular and pretty awesome.”

Anthony admires Chris and all that 
he has accomplished. “I don’t know 
how he does it all,” Anthony said.

“A lot of people think he looks up 
to me and I’m a role model for him. 
But, really, he’s my role model and 
I look up to him. I try to mimic his 

positive attitude, which is just amaz-
ing, especially with his diabetes and 
Down syndrome and how he deals 
with that. He’s always so positive 
and it amazes me. I try to be like 
him.”

The Fuchs have always relied on 
their Catholic faith to help them 
through good times and the difficul-
ties in life. Their family story is a tes-
tament to their unwavering faith.   

Fati and her husband, Tom, had tried 
for several years to have a child. Re-
signed to the possibility of not being 
able to have biological children, they 
started adoption classes. But shortly 
after that, Fati learned she was preg-
nant with Chris. 

“And then we found out that he 
had Down syndrome,” she said. “We 
were shocked. But he was such a good 
baby. It was such a delight. He never 
cried, and he did everything we did.”

At St. Matthew, Chris was part of 
St. Francis DeSales High School senior Chris Fuchs plays in 
the marching band at halftime of an Oct. 12 game.

By Doug Bean, Catholic Times Editor

By Doug Bean, Catholic Times Editor

See FOOTBALL, Page 12

See FRIENDSHIP, Page 13
Chris Fuchs (left), the manager for the St. Francis DeSales High School boys bas etball 
team, with friend Anthony Sciarroni (center) and a teammate. 

Susan Gallogly
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SPICE (Special People 
in Catholic Education), 
which was started at 
Columbus St. Catharine 
Church as a program to 
support the education 
of children with special 
needs within parishes 
and parish schools in the 
Diocese of Columbus.

One of Chris’ accom-
plishments was to be-
come the parish’s first 
altar server with special 
needs.

“Christopher is al-
ways like the pioneer,” 
his mother said. “If 
there’s something new, 
he did it.”

The Fuchs have been 
blessed with two other 
children, Nick and Car-
ly. All three are students 
at DeSales. Carly, a ju-
nior, plays on the tennis 
team, sings in the choir 
and plays guitar. Nick, a 
senior, plays soccer. He 
scored two goals in the 

state championship 
game last year.

Several years 
ago, Chris was di-
agnosed with dia-
betes, but it hasn’t 
slowed him down. 
Fati travels to De-
Sales from her 
home in Gahanna 
every day during 
school hours to ad-
minister her son’s 
insulin injection. 

“It’s been a long, 
long journey, but 
now he’s graduat-
ing,” she said. “We 
have been wel-
comed with open 
arms at DeSales. 
It’s been a fan-
tastic experience. 
DeSales adapted 
the curriculum for 
Christopher, and the teachers 
have worked one-on-one with 
him.” 

After graduating next 
spring, Chris will continue to 
work with the law firm, where 

he recently spoke before the board 

of directors and was given his own 
cubicle. Fati said she hopes Chris  
also will be able to experience col-
lege.

“Chris is truly blessed and God con-
tinues to give him many gifts,” Fati 
said. “We are so blessed to have Chris 
and Anthony in our lives.”

CCL football coverage begins at 6:00 PM ON AM 820

Doug Lessells, Randy Rhinehart, Ryan Baker,   
and Larry Wolf bring you all the CCL action!

Central Catholic League Game-of-the-Week
FRIDAY AUGUST 24 Dublin Scioto at St. Charles 

FRIDAY AUGUST 31 Bishop Watterson at Olentangy Orange

FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 7 Bishop Ready at Bishop Hartley

FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 14 Chillicothe at Bishop Hartley

FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 21 Newark Catholic at Licking Heights

FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 28 St Charles at St. Francis DeSales

FRIDAY  October 5 Academy v Bishop Ready

FRIDAY  October 12 Bishop Hartley at St. Francis DeSales

FRIDAY  October 19 Whitehall v Bishop Ready

FRIDAY  October 26 St. Francis DeSales at Bishop Watterson

FRIENDSHIP, continued from Page 11

St. Francis DeSales seniors Anthony Sciarroni (left) and Chris Fuchs 
were part of the homecoming court.               Photo/St. Francis DeSales

Anthony Sciarroni and friend Chris Fuchs celebrate a 
birthday.                                      Photo courtesy Fuchs family
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